268                  Change by Gregory

waters swept it, but never passed it, and that it re-
mained to his own day, being known by the people ol
the country as " the staff/1 Moreover, it may be said
there was an observance, as well as a monument, which
dates from the time of the miracle; for surely the
conversion of the people benefited, upon their receipt
of the benefit, is, in its results, of the nature of a
standing observance, and well fitted to preserve and
continue the knowledge of the supernatural act. And
further, as some immediate extraordinary occurrence
is necessary to enable us to account for so extraor-
dinary an event as the conversion of a whole people,
but the success of St. Gregory's restraint upon the
stream could not be known till after an interval, or
rather only in a course of years, some probability is
thereby added to the idea that in the manner or cir-
cumstances of his action itself there was something im-
pressive and convincing, and such the miracle wrought
upon the ,staff would have been in an eminent way.

140. Further, Nyssen not only lived too near the
times to allow of a spurious tradition fastening itself
on the history, whether of the tree or of the people,
but he was a native and inhabitant of that part of
Asia Minor, and his family before him. His grand-
mother, Macrina, was brought up at Neoc*esarea,
Gregory's see, by his immediate disciples. Should
the account be-false, it will be somewhat of a parallel
to suppose a person, at this day, in high ecclesiastical